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Hate Crime or Joke? 

by 

Marisa Chuang- Yuen Ming 
 

On January 11, 2011, I was 
moderating a panel discussion on 
“Vincent Chin Case-Dawning of the 
Asian American Civil Rights 
Movement” at the Dorothy Wong Center 
in Berkeley, California. We discussed 
about the circumstances that 27-year-old 
Chinese American engineer Vincent 
Chin was killed on June 19, 1982, by 
two white guys using a baseball bat after 
insulting Chin with racial slurs in a bar 
of a suburb outside Detroit, Michigan. 
Despite evidence that the killing was a 
racially motivated and premeditated 
murder; the killers got only a $3780 fine 
and three years’ probation. Mother of 
Vincent, Mrs. Lily Chin was not 
represented at any hearing or at the 
sentencing. She appealed to leaders of 
Chinatown for help and lamented, “My 
son was killed like an animal but the 
killers did not go to jail. Where is 
justice?” The Chinese community 
leaders started to meet and protested. I 
was among the over 200 multi-racial, 
multi- ethnic justice seekers to protest 
the miscarriage of justice. We eventually 
took the case to a federal court for trial 
of violating Vincent Chin’s civil rights. 
The federal judge did give a “guilty” 
verdict to one killer. Even though the 
case happened twenty nine years ago, 
many civil rights circles and community 
leaders still talk about this case and the 
fact that full equal rights for Asians 
Americans is still an unfinished business 
in the U.S. 

With the topics quite focused in 
mind, I jumped when I got that “hate 
crime” message on my cell phone on 
January 28th, 2011. The recorded 
message from a male, husky voice said, 
“Hi, I am Paul Newman. I have been 
loading lots of shits in my truck. I blame 
it on you, you stupid Chinks 
for   . . .Fuck that  . . .I have no 
choice but to hold you at gun 
point . . .I’ll call you tomorrow and 
tomorrow . . .” I quickly saved the 

message with shaky fingers and checked 
the caller’s ID. I noticed the message 
came from my Chinese girlfriend’s (WS) 
cell phone. My instinct quickly assumed 
that her cell phone was lost and picked 
up by a gangster who just redial any 
number on her phone list and made 
threatening phone call as a joke. 
Nevertheless, joking or not, I was the 
target of this hate crime message and 
should report to the police. The whole 
evening, I failed to get a hold of WS to 
tell her how I was threatened by 
someone using her cell phone. Did she 
lose it somewhere near her home or 
work in Michigan? I kept thinking of 
going to the police because the caller 
said he would call again. At 10 pm, still 
did not connect with her, I was shaking 
with fear and could not fall asleep 
because of the fact that the caller knew  
my race and knew how to reach me.  
 

The next day, a Sunday, I heard 
from the father of WS who said hold off 
reporting to the police because she still 
had her cell phone. He said she would 
call me, after a business meeting. 
Around 3 pm, WS called me and said 
apologetically that her 15-year-old son 
AT used her phone to call his Chinese 
buddy. He punched the wrong number 
on her contact list and reached me by 
mistake. I immediately told her his son’s 
racist’ talk and threat of “holding you at 
gun point” were much more serious than 
idle chats with any buddy. I was 
concerned that he was mixed up with 
gangsters and has adopted their 
vocabulary as “cool” & “macho men’s 
talk”. Whether he intended the threat at 
me or anybody, his use of racial slurs 
was a violation of the U. S. civil rights 
laws. I asked WS to have the son write 
me an apology as the first step.  Her 
son, AT did email me a one-paragraph 
apology. I then invited him and one of 
his parents to have a talk with me on 
Skype.  
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On February 5th, AT and I were 
talking on Skype video call from our 
homes. He said his parents would not be 
joining us. He did not say why. I started 
by playing the recording of his 
threatening phone message. I told him 
that phone threat was hate crime and I 
was the victim. For my distress and loss 
of sleep for over 20 hours, I would want 
him to spend similar time to learn from 
the legal experts and civil rights leaders. 
If he accepts this educational program, I 
can forgive this travesty against me. He 
agreed to the following: 

1. Once a month, for eight months, 
research and write a one page 
report on topics related to civil 
rights and Asians’ struggles in 
the US.  I shall select the topics 
and the books. 

2. During the two summer months, 
he will volunteer to help in some 
non-profit community 
organizations suggested by me 

3. Monthly, from February to 
November issue a donation 
check of $50 to a non-profit 
organization of my choice. He 
said he could earn this by 
teaching piano. 

I told him the above is designed to divert 
some of his idle chit-chat time to learn 
some important subjects. Since money 
talks, paying a”fine” may teach him to 
talk better. 

On February 27th, I sent an email 
through his mother to remind him of our 
agreement with the first report due the 
next day.  The mother called and 
reaffirmed that he reached me by 
mistake and asked, “You won’t go to the 
police. Would you?”  When I said I did 
not intend to send him to the “system” 
because AT accepted my “lecture” 

already, she hastily hanged up. Now 
twenty days later, that was the last I 
heard from either AT or his mother WS. 

Even though my fear has subsided, 
my mind continued to be troubled. 
Whether I was the intended victim or not, 
even if the racial threat was uttered 
jokingly from one Chinese to another 
Chinese, it was a hate crime. I also 
found it alarming that these boys are not 
from the urban and poor districts. They 
are both from suburban families whose 
parents are college educated and are 
high-income professionals as well as 
managers. 

In sharing my thoughts, I have the 
following questions and would welcome 
your input: 

1. Do you believe there is a 
rising trend of racial attacks 
or bullying among Asian 
American youngsters? 

2. What would you do if your 
pre-teen or teenage son is 
talking or joking with racial 
threats or insults? 

3. If you were the victim of hate 
crime, would you report to 
the police? 

4. If you were parent of AT, 
would you object to his 
“unintended” victim 
proposing an educational 
program (as specified by me) 
to rehabilitate him? 

5. What is your advice to me 
moving forward?  

 
As an advocate and social researcher, 

I really welcome a good dialogue of how 
I should deal with this “case”. Please 
send comments to email address:  
yuen68mm@aol.com. Thanks. 

 

Brief notes about the author 
Marisa Chuang was Yuen Ming who attended Chung Chi College, 1960-62. Her major 
was Sociology and Social Work. She came to the US for higher education at Berea 
College and Columbia U. Her doctorate degree is from the University of Michigan. 
For over thirty years, she has been an industrial psychologist, social researcher  and 
community organizer in Michigan. Since 2007, Marisa and husband have been 
part-time residents in Berkeley, California and enjoyed being honorary baby-sitters for 
the grandkids.   
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1. �������������������������������� �  1/15/2009 �������	
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�� )�������

�
���� ���� �����  ��! "�#$ %&'()*��
��+ ,-
./01�2 3456 7 (1981-2011)823 ��!9 
�� "�#:;<=� >  

?
��  ������	�������	�������	�������	� �@ABCD (E: )&FG &HI &JK L&JMN &OPQ &

RST & ��� ���	 �
�� �
�� ���� ��� ����� ���� �� � �
  
3. ������
�������
�������
�������
� � 2/11/2009  UVWXY�Z [\  10/24/2010]^ [X_U V

` ���� Y�Z [abEcd.ef &:;.gh��ijkl�mn >   
  
4. �
�������
�������
�������
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��

��stvww xy .z�{|}~st•€• xy ‚2qrƒ‚ [„r …( �#
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5. ���������������������������� � 4/29/2010†��‡ˆ z�{|}~‰Š �Z [‹l�� �# �

Œ•mnŽ••‘ ’mn( “>  
 
6. ���������������������������� � 11/25/20109�uŒ”•�mn!=UV�Z […(���#–

—˜™�mn [š›�#œ•’mn(“��.žŸ
�� >   
  
7. �������� ���� !"���� !"���� !"���� !" ��#  ¡ � 1200 + 8001- 12001�#�  ¢£nj¤ �

HK$65,000.00[¥¦ 8001§ ¢£nj &¨©.ª« ¬z�{| }~­V „r >
12001�#®� [ 7001¯ž°± S²1�³¨.´©µ [¦¶ 5001¬ 
���
� . · ¸ ¹g �º [ �»¼» [�½¼½ [�¾`
 �¿À¨© (Á1ÂÃ
HK$80.00)[Ä”ª«ÅÆƒÇÈ > �� !"#$%&'()	*+, -./0
1234 � (56.789: ;-<=>?@A7 �B71-CBD	*+EFG
H��IJ ��KHL �MN �OPQR.78 � ) 
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US$8,500.00Ëz�{|}~ [¦Ì US$2,550.00Ínžj &Îj .¥ÏÐÑ•Ò
§µ [ÓÔÕ”Ö¦ [)¡×ÅƒÇÈ -ÓÔ Õ”ØÙ [ S&'#TUV6WX Y
Z- pÚ�Ë ÛÑ• [¬)*  ��! "�#$%·¸ ¹g ÜÝÞßà …( >  

 
9. %&-./01�23
�%&-./01�23
�%&-./01�23
�%&-./01�23
� � 14 á_ 700 1�#ÊžŸ±S [RST�â &JM

Nã�â.�#E:BCD† 12/29/2010äå4æçèž >—]mnÊ iéŠ [J
KL„rêë &OPQ„r³¨.Îì & ���[\]^A6 �_`a[\bc �  

 
10. �������������������� ;de 2/26/2011 (í]î )ïð 11 ñò  51 Millbrae Avenue, Millbrae, 

CA 94030 óôõö÷ (•ø ù�úû ü ) UV [ýþ 
� ���� � � & � |. �
� n 	�
� · >�#Á1 ©Ã US$10.00[|Ì � +Ë1� 
� ��� �� �  
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12. �������� ;…•• '.†‡ ˆE‰klwx.Š‹o/ ˆŒ•4.Ž• 23 	̂•/
0.‘’“” ˆEF  ��! " 	*•–—˜™š›œ•žŸ. ¡ �̂� !"
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�  H †‡‰ŠP À  34 � � Ž – ® V • c ý AZ (1)st \ F $ \ E Y

HK$18,400 (2) Kerry LogisticsY HK$16,980 (3) Kuehne & Nagel Y

HK$13,360 
 šst *+ -��& C 0Z ? ß V P ƒ (3)Ž –% …t ýL‘

AZ p Y HK$4,000• (• � À¯ tUP U <> Ÿ – )%. � LI U¡PAZ Y
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1. Õ 12� �  (U  —� ù|üt" (n 	
 · � 345 )) [ VW † ! 	 X ¾ YZ 1

�a R ”a [ [ 12 u 0 [ \ E: ] Â ^ _  
 
2.  —� ù|üt"X� ` }Šef—ª a � [ @9Ê”X � :; � � Zbc [ d�

¥Ï:; �ef X¶ [ gh X¶ fi [ �j� •n 	kl [ m —Â n >  
 
3. o>p † q	 [ O	`� � Vr 4 s t>: � ` ­¬ u t �r­„ u t�vw – x

±S– ycz { 9 � � c| { Û  8 } 1 ~]• y €•‚ƒ �  (The Westboro Baptist 
Church) �V�� „…a ±S †c‡ ’ ˆ ÌWX ˆ (The First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution) >: ­¬�› = >Õ ‰Š c9 * ‹ Œç > •2 > � � Ž• § i >  

  
4.  —� ù|üt"X� [ • Ê� ‘K [ ’ � “ ® > •12 †1�  *+ "[ } 3 †

” [ • �1�·¸ [
��Õ � a – [
� —8 ˜ § [� ™P ° š � > >:• �­
¬[ Q›`œ> [ •` XÚ§ ž [8 Ÿ� ” , �Ë•  g¡ ë�
�91��] *
+ � ghfi [l ¢ } £ > ¤¥ ”: 	¦ [ §`V¨ †� >ÄÛ � ��� 1 2 [ �
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5. I like the article (U  —� ù|üt" ) on behind the scene actions done by some Board 

members. We need open criticism on us as a whole as far as the allegations are genuine. 
We should be responsible for what we have done. 

 
��  See my comment about the article 1& • Ÿ–£ C @ in red underlined in the 
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7. May I know the author's name of the  —� ù|üt" ?  I like to reason with this author 
that we are looking forward with hope to build a better alumni association, and need not 
addict into the past without any benefit to our association.  This is not the time to 
include his/her article in the newsletter to stir up unnecessary argument to prevent us 
moving forward.  Let's focus on what is important to our association and our fellow 
alumni. 
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15. We can learn from the mistake only by facing the mistake, not to hide away from the 

mistake.  
 
16. I copied from the Holocaust Museum near Warsaw, Poland: "History Means 

Warning. The one who does not remember history is bound to live through 
it again."…..hoping that it would help us to have more self awareness on our 
own communication modes. 
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20. ,,,,,,I really like the book 2. This book is so well and professionally done. The paper 

quality is excellent. The photos are gorgeous. The layout is outstanding...I particularly 
like there are small color photo every 3 to 4 pages... It is very attractive.  
 
The photo on the front of the book catches attention because of the magnificent structure 
of the Palace of Fine Arts and its shining round roof top. The photo on the back of the 
book shows many interesting and beautiful scenes of San Francisco Bay Area. Not to 
mention that each article displays the interesting life of our alumni, the scenery photos 
inside the books are stunning. The group photos show the real life of our organization. I 
feel that every bit of the arrangement and selection are carefully planned. It takes lots of 
time to attend to these details. 
 
I feel very proud of holding this book. I want to tell the book committee that "Well done 
and great work....Thanks for all the hard work to make us feel so proud." … 

 
21. Someone suggested, anything coming out of the article needs to reveal the ID of 

the writer, it can easily be done. No big deal. And using a pen name is not trying 
to hide one's identity.  I have given repeatedly examples of Mark Twain, Mao 
Tun, and Lu Xun. Whoever heard of them trying to hide their identities! You 
know, the number one enemy of the world is ______. (one word answer) 

 
22. …Haha! Who exposed the cover-up of Watergate? The person's name is 

Deepthroat, am I correct?  Up to this date, who know who he is? 
 
23. ….ñ þ 1& • Ÿ–£ C @N � PV« ý � Õ ÷• � • ¿ Á Á� ë $ ” • �

V« 3 � � q © � N + J * • ¿ � © �ž$ 	 - ž 2 %….. 
 
24. …..Some authors prefer a pen name but all authors stand behind their 

publications. If this member prefers to publish with a pen name, he/she should 
disclose his/her ID to the board members as an honorable act. The association 
needs the live person to take responsibility; just in case, any legal issue crops 
up……. 
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26. We have had actives discussions in the last two days about one particular article 

contributed by a member. The votes on yes and no were even out. The Chief 
Editor had re-arranged the presentation by adding another article all put under 
the column of " Chi Yau Luen Tan" (J …¸ 
 )(Freedom column), hopefully that 
will show the balance of two sides of the stories ……..  

 
27. We are being challenged with a new critical issue: publishing an irresponsible 
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article from the unknown with the back-up of our association, a name established 
over 30 years representing countless alumni.  

 
28. < � G — ! ð 1J …¸ 
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29. I'm not opposing to tell the truth. I oppose to tell too little. 
 
30. I really do not have any idea who wrote it and if the author want to include the 

names of the parties involved unless the persons implied in the article come 
forward and admit that they are the parties being mentioned in the hearsay article 
that is they behave like� � ç Â � p  I really do not care if any one bad mouth 
about me, if I am not the party involved. If you are not involved, why try to kill 
the article in the name of image of OAA.  

 
31. If the incidents mentioned in the article are not fabricated by the author, they can be 

verified by evidence, eg., e-mails, letters, memo, etc. Also, the newsletter is to all 
OACUHK alumni, In my opinion, I think we should encourage the author to consider 
putting the names into the article so that the readers can have a clear picture……I 
believe we, as an adult, should deserve the credits that we earned and also face the 
consequence of our actions. We cannot act like small kids, creating a mess, having other 
person clean it up, sweeping this mess under the carpet and ask others pretending this 
mess did not happen. We all make mistake, the main thing is to recognize the mistake 
and to learn from the mistake, then control the damage and find a way not to make the 
same mistake again. 

 
32. I feel that when someone made mistakes and caused other people unnecessary 

effort and time to control the damage, this person should have the courage to face 
it. Since he/she did not want to admit the mistake, letting others know what 
actually happened is the least thing that we should do to prevent these 
unnecessary incidents happen again. I agreed with what Cecilia said. We are 
mature adults; we should be accountable for our words and behavior. 

 
33. We can learn from the mistake only by facing the mistake, not to hide away from 

the mistake. It is very wise of XXX to use the word "hearsay" as a stepping down 
stone to save the face. 
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35. …..his opinion may be viewed as personal attack not advice, hopefully the 

following may remind us, how to behave: “But I tell you who hear me: Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 
other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 
Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” —Luke 
6:27-31. NIV 

 
36. I think we already have sufficient deliberation on this subject and the chief editor 

has already made his decision. The democratic process expects us to respect his 
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decision and to stand behind him. I can visualize that this hot potato has already 
caused him a week's good sleep. Lets give him a big hand…………………. Let's 
do some reflections among ourselves and strive accordingly for the betterment of 
our Association. 
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